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Vocabulary: Cells—the Basic Unit of Life
· Cell – the basic unit of life for all organisms.
· Cells are surrounded by a membrane and contain all the biomolecules necessary to carry out life processes.
· Cell theory – a scientific theory that states the following:
1. All living things are made up of cells.

2. Cells are the basic units of structure and function in living things.

3. All cells carry out similar functions.

4. New cells are only produced from existing cells.
· Multicellular – an organism that is made up of more than one cell.

· Animals are examples of multicellular organisms.

· Organ – a structure made up of a group of tissues that work together to perform a biological function.
· Examples of organs include the stomach, brain, heart, and bicep muscle.

· Organism – an individual living thing.

· Organ system – a group of organs that work together to perform biological functions. 

· Examples of organ systems include the nervous system, cardiovascular system, and skeletal system. 

· Spontaneous generation – The hypothesis that living things could spontaneously arise from nonliving materials.

· Tissue – a structure made up of a group of cells that work together to perform a biological function.

· Examples of tissues include blood, skin tissue, and muscle tissue.

· Unicellular – an organism that is made up of a single cell.

· Bacteria are examples of unicellular organisms.
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