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Group Activity: Concept Mapping

Sample Sheet
Note to teachers: This sample sheet gives you an idea of how this activity might be completed by your students. Concept maps will vary depending on the group and the topic.
Your teacher will give your group a topic that you will be studying. After learning about the topic, your group will create a concept map to show your understanding. A concept map is a picture that shows how different parts of the topic are related to one another.

Write your topic here: Sample answer: Forest ecosystems
To make a concept map, follow these steps:
1. Brainstorming
As a group, brainstorm a list of words, phrases, ideas, examples, or observations that are related to the topic. Write each item on a post-it note or a small piece of scrap paper.

2. Organizing

Arrange the notes on your table. Group similar items together. Think about how these items relate to the original topic. If you are stuck, seek information from your peers or teacher. 

You may find that some words group together. For example, if you are making a concept map of “animals,” you may group together animals that can run, animals that can swim, and animals that can fly. 

3. Layout

Once all of your ideas are organized, transfer them to a large sheet of paper. Draw lines to show how concepts are related to one another. You will probably want to create a draft before making the final concept map. If possible, check with your teacher before making the final copy.

4. Presentation
Based on your draft, make a final version of the concept map. You can be creative with colors, pictures, and other ways of organizing the space. Explain your map to your teacher and/or your classmates. 
As you explain your map, do your best to communicate your ideas. You can point to pictures if you don’t know certain words or do your best to describe words you don’t know. Do not be afraid to ask your teacher or classmates for help if you are stuck.
An example of a concept map for forest ecosystems is shown on the next page.
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